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self the hope of an upright manhood. The young 
man was at this time a book-keeper in a manu- 
factory near the village. 


he produced from a vest pocket a bit of paper, 
Worn and ragged ; on which she recognized her 
Own initials and the penciled line around the 
eighth verse of the 5th chapter of Matthew. 


Lord alone ; nevertheless, those whom He quali- 
fies for important stations in the church are to be 
esteemed highly, and the elders counted worthy 
of double honor.—Maria Foz. 

















In the anecdote which follows it was not a 
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For “THe FrRienp.’ 
Memories of the Prairies. 


The traveller, or the pioneer, on the wild 
prairies of Iowa, was greeted at the dawn of day 
on every pleasant morning in spring with a 
strange medley of sounds, swelling up from the 
open plain. It was the drumming of a band of 
prairie chickens gathered on some pretty wave- 
like knoll in the enjoyment of their peculiar 
habits. The undertone was a heavy monotonous 
drumming that when heard distinctly and from 
one individual alone, has a remarkable resem- 
blance to the words, “I’m as good as y-o-u,” uttered 
in a hollow monotone with the last word prolonged 
a little, but coming as it usually does continuously 
from many, perhaps hundreds of them together, 
and mingled, as it almost always is, with the 
higher tones of their “ cackling” and “ crowing,” 
it was a volume of sound, to a stranger, not 
easily passed unnoticed, or soon forgotten. 

In the spring of 1867 we began to improve : 
piece of prairie land in Cedar County. The site 
chosen to build upon was a pretty little wave- 
like ridge midway between two higher billows to 
the north and south, whose rounded crests were 
almost two miles apart, and these all joined a high 
transverse ridge a mile away to the east, while 
the beautiful valley of a creek lay just west of us. 
We had not been long at our work when we 
learned that we had located in the midst of this 
wild parade ground, that was frequented by a 
large flock of noble birds, and we were surprised 
at the tenacity with which they maintained their 
rights to occupy their chosen place. Some of 
them came into the door-yard and disputed the 
premises with our domestic fowls. On our part we 
used every reasonable endeavor to avoid frighten- 


ing them or needlessly trespassing upon their 
rights, and they soon pursued their wonted habits 
undisturbed by our presence, and we had an un- 
surpassed opportunity of watching them in some 


of their peculiar habits. We soon observed that 
none but male birds congregated upon these 
parade grounds, and stranger still, that each indi- 
vidual had his own allotted place, and he never was 
seen upon any other part of the field. They came 
to their drumming grounds quietly in the evening 
or during the shadows of the night, as we seldom 
observed their coming; but scarcely had the 
first rays of morning light crept over the eastern 
ridge when they began their entertainment. One 
would plume his feathers a little, and looking 
around if he saw another one near him he would 
run a few steps towards him, ruff up his feathers 
and raise his wings a little, throw his head for- 
ward with his pinnates raised like horns on each 
side of his neck, and immediately beneath two 
great yellow “drums” swelled out as large as 
half a hen’segg. He would stamp his feet half-a- 
dozen times with the speed of lightning, and with 
a quick, jerking motion of his head and “ pin- 
nates” he would sound his boastful challenge, 
“T’m as good as y-o-u.” His neighbor would 
respond in a like manner, and a little battle 
would ensue, of but a moment's duration, then 
separating, each returned to his own place, only 
to make or accept a like challenge in some other 
direction. Thus the sport went on with more or 
less activity on every part of the parade ground, 
perhaps a dozen or more mock battles being 
fought at the same time; and many others not 
thus engaged, were pluming their feathers, and 
cackling and crowing lustily. Sometimes a fight 
in real earnest would occur between two old 
rivals. From time to time in the midst of this 
turmoil, a pretty little hen would make her ap- 
pearance flying low, from the neighboring prairie. 


She would alight somewhere on the border of 
the field, and run timidly about amongst her 
gallant lords, often stopping a moment with one 
or another of them as she passed. The whole 
company would then be in an uproar of excite- 
ment, but not one would leave his prescribed 
limits. The little lady would spend a few minutes 
modestly passing amongst them until she seemed 
to have chosen a mate, then they at once left the 
field together and were seen no more. Sometimes 
there would be several hens present at the same 
time, and again we would scarcely see one during 
the whole morning parade; which lasted but two 
or three hours. ‘Thus, day after day, as spring 
advanced, the number of actors on the field de- 
creased, until but a few old rejected suitors re- 
mained, and finally the drumming ceased al- 
together. So faithful were they to keep their 
accustomed place on the parade ground that our 
intrusion among them did not drive them from 
their posts; two or three took their stand in our 
door yard, and one upon the house top; and many 
a spring morning have I been awakened by the 
patter of his dancing feet and his drumming 
there, although he was obliged to fly down to 
meet his antagonists, and then return again to 
his elevated place. For a few summers we had 
the pleasure of such curious entertainments, and 
then the plow turned up the native sod on their 
chosen place of resort, and the harrow and the 
sower and the reaper came, and they were gone 
from it forever. 

Prairie chickens were eminently wild birds, 
and I have never seen them tamed or kept in 
domestication beyond the age of little chicks, and 
yet they have so strong an attachment for their 
nests and their young that they often are quite 
bold. Once while plowing a piece of land that 
had not been in cultivation the season before, and 
was grown up with weeds, I saw a prairie hen 
sitting on her nest in the grass near me. As I 
went on with my work I approached her slowly ; 
furrow after furrow; and she kept her place 
faithfully until [ drew so near that one of the 
horses in passing trod almost upon her, disturbing 
the nest and breaking an egg with his foot. Then 
she flew away, and I carefully moved the nest 
with its remaining eggs, over on to the plowed 
ground, and sticking up some old stalks and weeds 
around it, 1 went on with my work. After awhile 
she returned to the place, and finally, to my sur- 
prise, I saw her again sitting upon her nest. I 
finished plowing the field, harrowed it over, leav- 
ing only a narrow space between the harrow 
marks when I passed around her; marked off 
the ground and planted it to corn, and cultivated 
it twice through, passing and repassing the faith- 
ful bird upon her nest, and then I had the satis- 
faction of seeing her lead away a fine brood of 
little brown beauties. Once, to try how easily 
she could be frightened from her charge, I ap- 
proached quietly and sat down near her, then 
put out my hand slowly and actually touched 
her feathers before she moved; then she flew 
upon me and striking my arm several times with 
her wings flew away, but returned as soon as I 
was gone. ; 

I once found the nest of a meadow lark while 
plowing, and I removed it to the other side of 
my furrow, and with great care I surrounded it 
with the same weeds, grass, &c. that grew beside 
it before, but although the mother bird seemed so 
much distressed on leaving it, she never returned 
to her charge, and her four little ones perished. 

Prairie chickens were trapped in great num- 
bers for the eastern market, during the winters 
from twenty to thirty years ago. I have, myself, 
with a companion, caught as many as twenty- 


seven dozen in a day. We were very careful not 
to break the skin or in any way mar them; then 
smoothed their feathers, tucked their heads under 
their wings, and set them away to freeze, then 
packed in barrels sent them to Eastern cities, 

Wild geese, ducks and cranes formed a marked 
feature in the bird life of those early times upon 
the prairies. I have seen them so plentiful in 
some of the eastern counties of our state that 
many of the scattering farmers were obliged to 
set guards in their fields to preserve their crops of 
corn until they could gather it in. Wild ducks 
were first, of the birds of passage, to make their 
appearance, both in fall and spring; then geese 
and cranes came; and last and the surest heralds 
of the near approach of winter, of his final de- 
parture and spring times’ coming were the great 
beautiful white swans. They were comparatively 
rare, and seldom lingered long in our country, 
During our fine Indian summer weather, great, 
loose flocks of crane would appear, and flying very 
high, would circle round and round for hours in 
the rich hazy sky, croaking their loud trumpet- 
like calls, and finally drift away out of sight 
to the southward. But when these birds were 
seen in regular lines of flight going south (in the 
fall) in a direct, business-like manner, we said 
that winter was upon us, and he seldom failed 
soon to bind all our waters in icy fetters, and to 
drive the last of birds of passage from our fields 
and valleys to more southern feeding grounds. 

Few wild birds were hardy enough to face the 
storms of winter on our unsheltered prairies. 
Even the warmly clad and bold prairie chickens 
(pinnated Grouse) sought shelter in the borders 
of the timber-land when the weather was severest. 
But hundreds of little brown snow-birds, bearing 
a crescent of black on their breasts, were our un- 
failing winter friends ; and it was always a source 
of wonder to me how they kept the fires of life 
burning in their wee bodies, in a temperature 
thirty degrees below zero, but ever cheerful 
and busy they seemed happiest when the frost 
was keenest. Occasionally, in the very coldest 
and stormiest of winters, most beautiful white 
snow-birds made their appearance, sometimes 
mingling freely with their little brown cousins, 
but frequently in whole flocks of their own kind. 
They were pretty creatures dressed in plumage 
as white as the wind driven snow, though here 
and there relieved by delicate black or brown 
trimmings. T. E. Bunpy. 

VANCLEVE, Iowa. 

camspemanintitiiiiabiedmnais 

Dismayed Students.—A_ physician, in relating 
his reminiscences of college life, says: “I re 
member a professor devoting a whole week of 
the session to the subject of the varieties of heart 
disease. He had a private apartment opening off 
the class-room, to which he was wont to retire 
after he had finished his lecture, in order to take 
off his gown and enjoy a little meditation by the 
fire. On the afternoon of the second day a 
modest knock came to the door. ‘ Enter,’ said 
Professor Blank. And, hat in hand, appeared 
one of his students, looking somewhat worried 
and pale. ‘ What can I do for you, M?’ ‘Noth- 
ing, | fear, was the reply ; ‘nothing on earth can 
aid me. I have the very symptoms that you 
were describing to-day. Sound me and see, sit. 
The ‘sounding’ was soon performed. ‘ You're in 
perfect health as regards your heart.’ That was 
the verdict of the professor, and M went away 
happy. 

“ But hardly had the kindly old professor re 
sumed his seat before another knock resounded 
on the door. ‘Come in. Well, what’s the matter 
with you, C?’ ‘I’m adead man, gasped C., look- 





— 
— 


10t 
en 
ler 
en 
ies, 
ced 
yon 
Lin 
hat 
. to 
s of 
icks 
1eir 
pese 
ilds 
de- 
reat 
rely 
‘try. 
eat, 
very 
‘s in 
pet- 
ight 
vere 
. the 
said 
iled 
d to 
ields 
nds, 
e the 
iries. 
kens 
rders 
rest. 
ring 
run- 
yurce 
life 
ature 
erful 
frost 
yidest 
white 
times 
usins, 
kind. 
mage 
here 
yrown 
DY. 


lating 
“T re 
oek of 
* heart 
ing off 
retire 
o take 
by the 
day a 
r,’ said 
peared 
vorried 
‘Noth- 
rth can 
at you 
ee, sir.’ 
yu’re in 
hat was 
t away 


ssor Te 
ounded 

matter 
°., look- 


THE FRIEND. 115 






































ing wildly around asif he wanted to clutch some- 
thing; I’ve got heart disease, as sure as a gun.’ 
‘Not quite as bad as that, I trust. Take off your 
coat.” Auscultation and percussion were speedily 

rformed ; then the profes sor laughed in C’s face. 
‘Sound as a bell, man,’ he said. 

“The doctor did not sit down again, however. 
No, he was afraid there would be more of them, 
s he hurried along through the squad, and got 
into his carriage. But he had two more visits at 
his residence on the same night from frightened 
students, and every day during the remainder of 
that week he had avisit or two of the same kind. 
On the following Monday he lectured on fevers, 
and the students completely recovered from their 
eardiac complaints.’ 

Unhappily, clergymen who deal with the same 
subject in a spiritual sense, and whose hearers 
are really suffering, Jer. xvii; 9, do not find the 
same alarm manifested, though they are able to 
prescribe a sure cure, Ezek. xxxili: 19.—The 
Christian Herald. ’ 


For “ Tue Frienp.” 

[The following article was received several 
months ago, and was suggested to the mind of 
the writer (a valued member of Ohio Yearly 
Meeting) by a communication published in the 
22d number of the last volume of Tore Frrenp, 
which spoke of the position of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting. Onagain reading, it seemed to 
contain sufficient of interest and of religious con- 
cern to warrant its publication in our columns. 


—Ep.] 


An article in the 22d number of Toe Fraenp, 
over the signature of Samuel Emlen, attracted 
my attention. It brought forcibly to my view 
the position and standing of Ohio Yearly Meet- 
ing at present, among the other co-ordinate 
bodies of Friends in Great Britain and America. 
May not the language addressed by the Spirit 
to the Church of Philadelphia formerly, be ap- 
plicable to that of Philadelphia at the present 
time? “I know thy works: behold I have set 
before thee an open door, and no man can shut 
it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept 
my word, and hast not denied my name.” “ Be- 
cause thou hast kept the word of my patience, I 
also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, 
which shall come upon all the world, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth.” 

Although unable to attend our last Ohio 
Yearly Meeting, my earnest desires have not di- 
minished for the continued standing and preser- 

vation of all its members upon the one only sure 
foundation, Christ Jesus, the eternal Rock of 
Ages, and the immediate revelation and obedient 
workings of his will in the hearts of the children 
ofmen. I believe I may truly say on behalf of 
my dear friends, that during our long neglected 
and isolated position, we have not so much re- 
garded either the action or the non-action of 
other co-ordinate bodies, as we have been de- 
sirous to be found faithfully maintaining the 
doctrines, the testimonies and the discipline of 
our religious Society ; though often in much 
weakness, yet we trust in true godly fear. 

And now, that a little enlargement has merci- 
fully been grante »d us, may we be no less watch- 
ful over ourselves and over the flock over which 
the Holy Ghost may have made any of us over- 
seers, as those who must give an account of our 
stewardship; keeping the word of his patience, 
that through all the turnings and the overturn- 
ings which may yet be permitted, we may con- 
tinue to be preserved together in the unity of 
the Spirit, and enabled to possess our souls in 
patience and in peace. L. T. 


For “ Tue Frrenn.” 

[The following letter, written in the freedom 
of the warm friendship that existed between two 
Elders, who were both deeply concerned for the 
welfare of the Church, contains hints that may 
be profitable to some. The committee referred 
to in it, was one that was appointed in 1872 by 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting to visit its subor- 
dinate meetings, “ to strengthen the hands of the 
exercised members, and render such assistance 
and encouragement to all in the faithful dis- 
charge of their religious duties, as they may be 
qualified for.”—Ep. ] 


them beyond their commission, and when this is 
the ease, the discerning in the church are grieved 
rather than edified. But why I am writing this 
to one who knows far more about it than I do, I 
don’t exactly know, except I have allowed my 
pen to run on without much restraint. I will 
add one more sentiment: I think a few words 
spoken in the fresh putting forth of the heavenly 
Shepherd, are far better and more effectual in 
reaching the states of the people than a multi- 
tude without the quickening life. 

Friends at Bucks Quarterly Meeting mani- 
fested much kindness. Indeed they seemed as if 
they could not do too much. I hope the Com- 
mittee may not be diverted from a humble re- 
liance upon Him who alone can qualify for ser- 
vice, by the evident anxiety manifested for in- 
strumental help. Iam afraid in some cases there 
may be danger of some thinking they must say 
something, though the command is not very dis- 
tinetly given that it is required. 

Thy friend, Jos. SCATTERGOOD. 


The Queen of “Boffins Bower.” 


BY LOUIS ALBERT BANKS. 










































Philadelphia, Sixth Mo. 1st, 1872 


Dear friend, Jos. Snowdon, I received thy ac- 
ceptable epistle of the 24th ult., and although 
I think thy description of thy correspondent en- 
tirely too high colored, yet I am disposed to make 
allowance for the partiality which a long con- 
tinued friendship has induced. The visit thou 
alludes to was pleasant to me, and I trust the 
unity and Christian fellowship which has so long 
subsisted between us, may never be weakened. At 
thy time of life, however, we cannot expect it 
can subsist much longer, and I confess the sense 
I had while with thee last that we must soon lose 
thy valuable counsel, both individually and col- 
leetively, very sensibly and sadly touched my 
feelings. But I have no doubt that He whom 
thou hast endeavored to serve all thy life long, 
will be with thee when thou passes through the 
valley and shadow of death, causing thee to fear 
no evil, for He will be with thee, comforting 
thee as with his rod and his staff. 

It is animating and encouraging to me to be- 
lieve that thou art favored with this assurance, 
at times, which I do not doubt causes true thank- 
fulness to Him who turned thy heart to Him and 
enabled thee “to set thy love upon Him” in thy 
youth. The Psalmist says, “Such shall be set on 
high because they have known his name.” Again 
he says: “ Those that be planted in the house of 
the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
They shall still bring forth fruit in old age, they 
shall be fat and flourishing.” Many, I have no 
doubt, have realized this to their inexpressible | « 
comfort. 

I attended Bucks Quarterly Meeting on 
Fourth and Fifth-days; * * and several others 
of the Committee were present. Both meetings 
were solid, and in the whole satisfactory ; much 
unity being expressed with the labors of those 
who spoke in the Select Meeting especially, and 
though the expression in the other meeting was 
not so much, I have no reason to believe there 
was any want of unity with the general character 
of its exhortations ; but I confess if the “ concisa- 
tion act” had been enforced it would have ren- 
dered the meeting more satisfactory to me. I 
think ministers make a mistake in adding, after 
communications have been made which hav e evi- 
dently had a baptizing effect : although what may 
be added may be unobjectionable as regards 
words, the effect often is not to inerease the 
solemnity of a meeting. “The kingdom of God,” 
the Apostle says, “is not in word but in power.” 
I once heard a very worthy Friend remark, 
after a great deal had been said that he got tired ; 
he preferred to be allowed to commune with his 
own mind, and be still. And I do not doubt 
that is often the effect a continuous stream of 
preaching produces on many who prefer te hold 
communion with the Master. I do not wish to 
disparage a lively gospel ministry, far from it, 
for I believe that it is a great blessing to the 
Church; but I have no doubt the fervor of the 
spirit of some very good preachers often carries 








Such indeed was plain Jennie Collins, who 
weary and worn with good deeds was laid at 
rest, a few days ago, \ with great tenderness and 
regret. Her simple story is worth telling, in 
that it shows the power of ordinary persons to 
do good, when devoted earnestly to something 
other than selfishness. 

Jennie Collins was born in poverty, and strug- 
gled with it for more than half her life to win in 
the shops of Boston her daily bread. Finally 
she succeeded in getting a little money ahead, 
and determined to try to fulfil her long cherished 
dream of assisting her less fortunate fellow- 
workers. The employer for whom she had long 
labored as a tailoress, gave her much help in es- 
tablishing her head-quarters for shop-girls and 
working-women, where they could congregate for 
social purposes, maintain a reading-room, or- 
ganize an employment agency, and become mu- 
tually helpful. Thus it was that “ Boffins Bower” 
came into existence, and over this swarming hive 
for sixteen years Jennie Collins was undisputed 
queen. When she was criticised for giving her 
establishment such a peculiar name, she said: 
“Tf I had called my place ‘Head-quarters for 
Working-Women,’ or any other similar name, it 
would have attracted no attention whatever. 
But when I put up the sign ‘ Boffins Bower,’ 
every body ran up to the room to see what the 
place was.” 

There are hundreds and thousands of women 
living in comfort, and many more who have 
died in peace, who will never cease to hold dear 
the sympathetic heart and tireless fingers who 
held the scepter at “ Boffins Bower.’ 

Sometimes the scepter was a bowl of gruel, 
sometimes a temporary loan, sometimes needed 
clothing ; again it was only a kind word, the 
clasp of a warm, womanly hand, or a cheery 
smile that rebuked all despairing circ umstances. 
Whatever was needed, gruel, smiles, or money, 
with rare insight into woman’s nature, Jennie 
Collins found out, and set herself to provide. 

Especially in the winter was the amount of 
work performed by her marvellous. Her rooms 
at that season were crowded with women of all 
nationalities, out of work, sick, in disgrace, in 
despair. Nane were turned away. ‘The fire 
burned there day and night, and many saw no 
other food for themselves for weeks save the 
“ Bowers” free dinner. In the unusually severe 
winter of 1877-78, she furnished to homeless 
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women 8,000 of these free dinners. She had 
a great hold on the public confidence of Boston. 
She was unflinchingly honest and wholly un- 
selfish. That was her great power. To her the 
promise was true, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” There was no joy to her like 
the joy of relieving others at the expense of her 
own comfort. 

Mary A. Livermore, who was her friend, and 
often gave her most valuable assistance, writes 
to the Woman’s Journal a very touching inci- 
dent illustrating this noble trait of her character. 
She says: 


“One evening in midwinter, when the ther- 
mometer was below zero, she came to Melrose to 
see me on an errand connected with one of her 
unfortunate clients. She was insufficiently clad, 
and one of the household, suspecting the truth, 
drew from her the admission that she was with- 
out flannel underwear. She dared not spend 
anything on herself, she said, when women came 
to her for help who lacked every thing. Her 
pitying inquisitor promptly placed the money in 
Jennie’s hands for the purchase of the needed 
garments, charging her to buy them the next 
day. Investigation was made a week later, and 
the flannels had not been bought. The money 
had gone for boots and stockings for the poorly 
shod and frost-bitten feet of some of the women 
who were thronging ‘ Boffins Bower.’ Not to 
be baffled in her generous purpose, her new friend 
purchased the clothing herself, and rested not 
till she saw Jennie Collins installed in one suit, 
a second being left with her for change. But 
the very next day this second suit was bestowed 
on a needier and more suffering applicant by 
the large-hearted woman, whose happiness was 
found in doing more and better for others than 
for herself.” 


The Queen of “ Boffins Bower” is at rest. But 
may her mantle fall on others, and her example 
be held in everlasting remembrance !— Christian 
Advocate. 
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A man who was spending money in useless and 
foolish indulgences, when taxed with his wrong- 
doing, claimed that what he spent in this way 
would be so little, that if he should curtail ail 
such expenses, and give everything he thus saved 
to the cause of Christ, the amount would be so 


small as to be hardly worth the giving. At 
length he was induced to make the trial, and he 
agreed that whenever he bought a cigar, or spent 
any money for other small indulgences, he would 
put by an equal amount to be used in the cause 
of Christ. 

True to his word he came around at the end 
of a month, looking rather mortified, and put 
over twenty dollars into the hands of his friend 
for religious purposes. His previous contributions 
had not averaged two dollars a month.— The 
Safeguard. 

cenieiennatnetieiaiawenieneesteee 

A TEACHER was pleading with his scholars 
against gambling, when one of them asked, “ Do 
you play at cards?” He admitted he did. “Then 
you cannot say much against us.” It was useless 
for him to urge that he never played for money. 
In his scholar’s eyes cards and gambling were 
inseparably connected. He saw that he had lost 
his influence with them and he felt it deeply. 
When he went home he threw his pack of cards 
into the fire and has never played since. It is 
not only in eating and drinking that we have to 
act upon Paul’s principle, “If meat make my 
brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the 
world standeth.”— Selected. 


For ‘‘ Tue Frienp.” 
LIGHT IN OBSCURITY. 


When clouds of sorrow o’er me roll, 
And doubts and fears beset my soul; 
Thy light, O God ! can give a ray 
That turns the darkness into day. 
Then I can see they were designed 
To crucify the fleshly mind ; 
And by the chastenings of his rod, 
To bring it to the will of God. 
If for my trials | must go, 
As through the shades of death below, 
Yet if He’s with me, I shall see 
His rod and staff they comfort me. 
Then grant, O God ! that light Divine 
May on my humble pathway shine, 
Until the glory of the ray 
Shines more and more to perfect day. 
But perfect day we cannot have 
While here on earth, this side the grave, 
For here we only “see in part,” 
Yet have enough in every heart 
To give us light and strength to rise 
To brighter realms beyond the skies ; 
Where “we may see as we are seen,” 
Without a cloud to intervene, 
Or dim the brightness of the road 
That leads from sorrow up to God: 
Where tribulations are unknown; 
3ut saints and angels round the throne, 
In purified and bright array 
Shine forth in everlasting day. 

D. 31. 


DUBLIN, Tenth Mo. 25th, 1887. 
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COMFORT ONE ANOTHER. 


Comfort one another: 
For the way is growing dreary, 
The feet are often weary, 
And the heart is very sad. 
There is heavy burden-bearing, 
When it seems that none are caring, 
And we half forget that ever we were glad. 


Comfort one another: 
With the hand-clasp close and tender, 
With the sweetness love can render, 
And looks of friendly eyes. 
Do not wait with grace unspoken, 
While life’s daily bread is broken, 
Gentle speech is oft like manna from the skies. 


Comfort one another: 
There are words of music ringing, 
Down the ages, sweet as singing 
Of the happy choirs above. 
Ransomed saint and mighty angel, 
Lift the grand deep-voiced evangel, 
Where forever they are praising the eternal love. 
x % * * x # * 


Comfort one another: 
Let the grave gloom lie beyond you, 
While the Spirit’s words remind you 
Of the home beyond the tomb. 
Where no more is pain or parting, 
Fever’s flush to tear-drop starting, 
But the presence of the Lord, and for all His people 
room. 
— Independent. 
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IN TURN. 
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BY EDITH M. THOMAS. 


With song she lulled them on her happy breast ; 
Then silent bent above their curtained rest 

In fond forecasting thought till, as she guessed, 
Beneath their lids the dreamland dawn was creeping ; 
Then left them softly sleeping. 


Time stole her cradle-children all—yet now, 
In turn, they tenderly above her bow ; 
They close her blessed eyes and kiss her brow; 
They bear her to her rest, they linger weeping, 
Then leave her strangely sleeping. 
” " v) 
—The Independent. 
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Lire is but a day’s journey; shall we spend 
its best hours in gathering flowers, or chasing 
butterflies, or in merely gratifying the lusts of 
the flesh ? 


An Old Babylonian Will. 


BY THEOPHILUS G. PINCHES, OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM 


Among the tablets of the interesting and valu. 
able collection obtained by the Wolfe Expedi- 
tion in Mesopotamia, in 1885, is one of peculiar 
interest on account of the light it throws on the 
character of the ancient Babylonians. The text 
in question, which belongs to the class of Baby- 
lonian legal documents, is written on a tablet of 
clay, oblong and rectangular in form, and con- 
sists of twenty-seven lines of wedge-writing of the 
style in use at Babylon in the sixth century, B. ¢, 
The essential portion of the text takes up nearly 
fifteen lines of writing, the remainder being oc- 
cupied by the names of the witnesses and the 
date. The last line of the document, for which 
there was no room on the surface of the reverse, 
is written on the edge. The sides of the tablet, 
as is usual with documents of this class, are im- 
pressed with a design from the cylinder-seal of 
the scribe who wrote it. This design, which is 
given twice, shows a standing male figure, draped 
and bearded, having one hand raised in the con- 
ventional attitude of worship. Close by are the 
crescent moon, the winged disk emblematic of 
divinity, and an eight-rayed star. The tablet is 
cracked across, and in addition to this, part of 
the first four lines and of the last line are dam- 
aged. The text can, however, be easily restored 
in all except the second line (obverse), which 
contains, where fractured, a proper name; and 
this, not being repeated on the tablet, cannot, 
therefore, be at present filled in. 

This document gives us the text of a will, exe- 
cuted by a man named Nabd-sum-iddina, in 
favor of Tablutu, his wife, and Kudasu, his 
mother. To his wife he gives three slaves as the 
equivalent of the dowry which she brought him 
when he married her; and a certain specified 
amount of the produce of his lands, daily and 
monthly, for her sustenance for life. To his 
mother he gives a like amount of the produce of 
his lands, daily and monthly, but adds thereto a 
yearly gift of sheep, oxen and fowls, for her sup- 
port during her life. After the death of Talbutu 
and Kudasu, the amount of the produce of his 
lands bequeathed to them, for their sole use, was 
to go to his son, Marduk-naser. This document 
is witnessed by eleven persons (including the 
scribe), and is dated in the ninth year of Darius 
(512 B. c.), who is called “king of Babylon, king 
of countries.” At the end is a statement to the 
effect that each of the persons interested had 
taken a copy of the tablet.— The Independent. 
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A Mistake-—Looking back upon my writings 
for the last twenty yedrs, I believe their failure 
has been in very great part owing to my com- 
promise with the infidelity of the outer world, 
and my endeavor to base my pleading upon mo- 
tives of ordinary prudence and kindness, instead 
of on the primary duty of loving God—founda- 
tion other than which no man can lay. 

I thought myself speaking to a crowd which 
could only be influenced by visible utility ; nor 
was I the least aware how many entirely good 
and holy persons were living in the faith and 
love of God as vividly and practically now as 
ever in the early enthusiasm of Christendom, 
until, chiefly in consequence of the great illness 
which for some time after 1878, forbade my ac 
customed literary labor, I was brought into 
closer personal relations with the friends in 
America, Scotland, Ireland, and Italy, to whom, 
if I am spared to write any record of my life, it 
will be seen that I owe the best hopes and high- 
est thoughts which have supported and guided 
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the force of my matured mind. These have 

shown me, with lovely initiation, in how many 
secret places the prayer was made which I had 
foolishly listened for at the corners of the streets, 
and on how many bills which I had thought left 
desolate the host of heaven still moved in chariots 
of fire. 

But surely the time is come when all these 
faithful armies should lift up the standard of 
their Lord—not by might, nor by power, but by 
His Spirit, bringing vietory that they should no 
more be hidden nor “ overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good.” If the enemy cometh in 
like a flood, how much more may the rivers of 
Paradise? Are there not fountains of the great 
deep that open to bless, not to destroy ? 

And the beginning of blessing, if you will 
think of it, is in that promise, “ Great will be the 
peace of thy children.” All the world is but one 
orphanage, so long as its children know not God, 
their Father ; and all wisdom and knowledge is 
only more bewildered darkness, so long as you 
have not taught them the fear of the Lord: not 
to be taken out of the world in monastic sorrow, 
but to be kept from its evil in shepherded peace. 


—John Ruskin. 
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One Young Man’s No. 


Many a weak youth has escaped temptation 
because a stronger companion said “no” —and 
many another has fallen because no such help 
was near. A “life sketch” @ the New York 
Ledger (by an eye-witness) details a scene in a 
hotel billiard-room, at a fashionable resort, where 
half a dozen young men were playing for money 
and “the drinks.” An acquaintance, having 
some errand to one of the players, came in, and 
was boisterously urged to make one of the party 
in the game and the bibulous indulgence. 

“Bring another hot Scotch!” 

“Not for me,” said Harry, peremptorily, and 
with a bit of extra color in his face. 

“Oh pshaw! you won't play ?” 

“No; I don’t wish to.” 

“Nor you won’t drink a bumper with us? 

“Jack, you are going too far. I would drink 
if I wanted it. You would not force a man to 
drink who is not thirsty ?” 

“Oh fudge! Harry, you’re afraid to risk a 


dollar? You’d drink a hot Scotch, or a glass of 


wine with us, if you dared to play. Oo Hal, I 
didn’t think you’d grown so timid !” 

And now the young man’s face flushed to 
some purpose. It was a handsome face; and he 
looked really grand—noble—as he drew himself 
up to his full, ‘manly height. 

“Boys, you have spoken freely to me; let me 
say a word to you in reply. Iam timid, I con- 
fess. I am fearful; but you know—you know 
very well—that I fear not the loss of a ar 
I will tell you, presently, what I do fear. Do 
you remember Dan H ?” naming a ‘itd 
man, who, not a year previously, had been appre- 
hended, tried and convicted of forgery and em- 
bezzleme nt to a large amount; and who was at 
that very time serving his penalty in State prison. 
And further, that young man—a trusted book- 
keeper and cashier—had been intimate with 
these very youths. 

“You remember him, I know,’ Harry con- 
tinued: “and you can remember the time when 
he was as jovial and happy over his billiards and 
whiskey and his gambling, as you arenow. Oh, 
do not wince! I eall it by its right name. If it 
is not gambling, what is it? Ah, boys! if Dan 
had been a little fearful in those days, he might 
have been differently situated now.” 
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He paused for a moment looked around upon 
the players, and presently added, in a lower tone, 
and with deep solemnity— 

“And now, boys, Tl tell you, frankly, of 
what I am afraid; I have a mother—you know 
whether she loves me or not—and I have a dear 
sister, looking to me for joy and comfort in life. 
I have, also, a business character ; and I trust, a 
broad, bright future before me. Must I tell you 
—I am afraid—I shrink in mortal dread from 
anything that can endanger these sacred in- 
terests. Not for all the wealth of the world 
would I knowingly and willingly bow my dear 
mother’s head in sorrow. And since even the 
appearance of evil may weaken the prop of a 
sterling character, I will try to avoid that. Now 
you understand me. Go on if you will, and 
enjoy yourselves if you can. It would be misery 
for me to join you here. One word more: If 
anything of this interview should become known 
abroad, be sure that I did not tell it for my lips 
will be closed when I go out from you.” 

He then called aside the young man whom he 
had come to see, who after a brief private con- 
versation with Harry, put up his cue, and an- 
nouncing that he should not go on with the 
game, quietly went out with his friend. 

Two balls remaining on the table were not 
pocketed. The game was suffered to end where 
it stood. There was a question asked by one of 
the five remaining as to what should be done 
with the money in the “pot.” The chief an- 
swered instantly, and without argument, by giv- 
ing each man back his dollar. Then they put 
their heads together, and after a brief confab, 
which I could not overhear, they left the place, 
leaving full one-half the drink in their glasses 
untouched. 

Six months later I had occasion to spend an- 
other night at that same house, and during my 
sojourn 1 spoke to the host of the six young men 
whom I had seen engaged in that game of pool. 
He knew what I meant, because I had told him 
the story at the time. 

He answered that three of those youths had 
not been seen in the billiard-room since that 
evening ; two of them had occasionally dropped 
in together, and played a social game; but had 
neither put up money nor drank. Of the sixth 
man he would not speak. 

And then I thought of the personal influence 
of that young man. And the end is not yet. 
The end no man can see.—Selected. 
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The Blessing of Sickness —A Christian man of 
intense business enterprise and activity was laid 
aside by sickness. He who never would intermit 
his labors was compelled to come to a dead halt. 
His restless limbs were stretched motionless on the 
bed. He was so weak that he could scarcely utter 
a word. Speaking to a friend of the contrast 
between his condition now and when he had 
been driving his immense business, he said: 
“Now I am growing. I have been running my 
soul thin by my activity. Now I am growing in 
the knowledge of myself and of some things 
which most intimately concern me.” 

Blessed, then, is sickness or sorrow or any ex- 
perience that compels us to stop, that takes the 
work out of our hands for a little season, that 
empties our hearts of their thousand cares, and 
turns them toward God to be taught of Him !— 
Christian Observer. 



















































“THE just lives by his faith; for the just has 
the law of faith to pass sentence on that which 
would not have him have victory, but keeps him 
in bondage.” — G. Fox. 
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From Frienps’ QUARTERLY EXAMINER. 


Extracts from the Records of Isoll — 


Meetings, England, from 1699 to 1780. 


When visiting Cockermouth I heard of some 
very ancient preparative meeting books—records 
of Isoll Meeting—and having since had them in 
my possession, I have thought a few extracts 
would interest the readers of the Friends’ Quar- 
terly Examiner. 

There are two books, in paper backs, consisting 
of about two quires each of foolscap paper. On 
the last page of the first volume is recorded, 
“ Tsoll Preparative Meeting was begun and set 
up the 28th of the Eleventh Month, in the year one 
thousand six hundred and ninety-nine (1699).” 
The second volume begins in 1726 and ends 1781. 
Several leaves of the first volume are missing, and 
many of them partly eaten by rats. 

I propose giving a few extracts under the 
heads of Discipline, Money and Books, with one 
or two relating to sundry other matters. 

In the preparative meeting they appear to 
have appointed the overseers for each year, also 
visitors; several minutes are similar to the fol- 
lowing: 

“The 18th of the Third Month, 1712.—Daniell 
Dickenson and Jonathan Turner are by this 
meeting appointed visitors of families for this 
present year, a through visit having been made 
and nothing appears without by the visitors nor 
the visited but satisfaction, which is encourage- 
ment to proceed further in the service.” 

In 1708 the Queries are copied into the Book. 
I extract the following :—* The Queries usually 
called over Quarterly.” 

“Ist. Are Friends carefull to keep their 
Weekly, Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, and 
are those stirred that are bac kward observing the 
hour appointed. 

“2nd. How are Friends kept out of sleep and 
drowsyness in all the meetings for worship and 
business. 

“3rd. Do Friends keep out of superfluity in 
meat, drink, and apparall, at marriages and 
burialls, and all other times. 

“4th. Do not Friends make too hasty pro- 
cedure in second marriages nor marry with those 
who are near in kindred. 

“6th. Do Friends keep out of the abuse of 
smoking and chewing tobacco at all times, and 
is there none that practice it in public places. 

“15th. Are Friends carefull to behave your- 
selves orderly in your words, carriages and de- 
portment upon all occasions, so as to answer the 
witness of God in those with whom they may 
concern.” 

Sometimes special advices are given, such as: 

“The 17th of the Tenth Month, 1710.—This 
meeting having under the consideration the un- 
timely gathering of this meeting for worship in 
respect of the time of the day, it is foreseen need- 
ful that the Friends be publickly advised by the 
authority of this preparative meeting to be the 
more carefull and diligent in observing the hour 
appointed, which is the tenth hour, according to 
former advice, and this meeting makes choice of 
Jonathan Turner or Henry Allerson to speak 
of it in the publick meeting, some First-day after 
meeting soe Friends be stirred up to be more 
diligent in early gathering together which thing 
is both serviceable and of good report.” 

There is no doubt in those days Friends had to 
travel considerable distances over very moderate 
roads, and sometimes were altogether prevented 
getting to meeting by the weather. 

“The Eleventh Month, 1771.—William Udall 
answered as representative this month at the 
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of each wing. Professor Snow found that he had 
captured this moth two years ago at Deming, 
New Mexico, where it was attracted by the lights 
of the station-house. The caterpillar of this moth 
has hitherto been unknown. The moth was first 
described by Prof. A. R. Grote from a Texas 
specimen in 1868, and it was taken here in the 
last year for the first time in Kingman County 
by a university student who was making a prize 
collection for his zoology class. The sudden ap- 
pearance and in such great numbers, suggests the 
idea which Professor Snow thinks quite probable, 
that they are travelling eastward on the purslane, 
just as the Colorado beetle did a few years ago 
upon the potato vines. The worm has gone into 
winter quarters, about one or two inches below 
the surface of the ground.” 


Monthly Meeting, none was appointed nor any 
preparative meeting held that day, it being ex- 
cessive stormy weather.” 

“In the First Month, 1744, about the time of 
the Preparative and Monthly Meetings, there 
being excessive ill-weather, there was no meeting 
held nor representatives at the Monthly Meeting.” 

I find the whole business of a preparative 
meeting very often recorded in such words as 
these : 

“The 21st of Fifth Month, 1723, Friends met 
and our meeting held, and the affairs of truth 
managed in the wisdom of truth, and nothing 
further to enter down this meeting.” 

“First Month, 1724.—Met and truths concerns 
considered, and nothing further to enter down.” 

There seems to have been great difficulty in 
getting representatives to the Yearly and other 
meetings. 

“The 17th of the First Month, 1744.—None 
appears for neither the Yearly Meeting at London 
nor for the Northaran Counties.” 

“The 18th of First Month, 1739.—Enquiry 
made and none offers to go either to the Yearly 
Meeting either at London or Chester.” 

And the last minute in the second volume is 

“91st of the Tenth Month, 1781.—None oflers 
to go to the Monthly Meeting.” 

Amongst the advices sent from the Monthly 
Meeting is the following: “From our Month 
Meeting at Egollsfield, the 24th of the Fifth 
Month, 1705, 

“A caution given by the Quarterly Meeting 
that young people, both man and woman, be 
carefull not to go in great companies together in 
markets and fairs, to publick inns, or places of 
resort or otherwise, this meeting revives the cau- 
tion given to the respective meetings in this 
Month Meeting, and advises Friends to be care- 
full to forbear walking together in such great 
companies for the future, and that such young 
Friends as frequent markets and fairs wear such 
modest and decent apparall as becomes the holy 
profession, and that this Minute be read some 
First-day after meeting.” 

At the end of the first volume many Friends 
have entered a protest against the payment of 
tithes, in form somewhat like the following : 

“T, John Scott, have allways denyed the pay- 
ment of tythes from my youth upward, believing 
them not due to the true Gospell minister, where- 
fore I bear my testimony against them by suffer- 
ing. Given 14th of the Third Month, and written 
with my own hand 1707.” 


(To be concluded.) 


adornment, é la Russe, and having just received 
from Europe certain dainty china figures and 
ornamental dishes, she had arranged such a show 
of sweetmeats, flowers and fruit as should have 
filled all beholders with admiration. When dres. 
sing time came, she charged her servants on no 
account to leave the room till her return; but 
hardly was her back turned when the temptation 
of hubble-bubble prevailed, and they slipped out 
for a quiet smoke, quite forgetting the open win- 
dow and the great tree just outside, where sat 
certain watchful monkeys vastly interested in 
the proceedings. Judge of the feelings of the 
hostess, coming down to receive her guests, she 
just looked in the dining-room to make sure that 
her work was perfect, and there found a busy 
company of monkeys hard at work, grinning and 
jabbering, their cheeks and arms crammed with 
expensive sweetmeats, while the table presented 
a scene of frightful devastation—broken glass 
and china, fair linen soiled,—everything tossed 
about in hopeless confusion! From this work 
she had to turn aside, and try to look pleasant 
and quite at ease while entertaining the hungry 
guests, who had to wait patiently till something 
like order could be restored, and a dinner served 
shorn of all frivolous adornments. 

“Nor was this her only quarrel with her trouble- 
some neighbors. She tells us how her favorite 
little terrier had conceived a violent antipathy 
to the whole race, and never lost a chance of 
barking at them, and frightening them off the 
premises. The nnkeys waited their time, and 
at lasg had their revenge. One day, as little 
Furry was accompanying his mistress through a 
dark thicket of rhododendrons, she saw a skinny 
arm suddenly dart out from amid the scarlet 
blossoms, and quick as thought the poor little 
terrier was seized by his long, silky hair, and in 
a second had disappeared in the thicket. Vain 
were all attempts at rescue, vainly and piteously 
the poor doggie yelped and howled, while a 
shaking of the branches and a sound of shuffling 
were all that betrayed his unwilling ascent to the 
top of a high tree, where a monkey jury had as- 
sembled to try the criminal. Once there, his 
unhappy mistress beheld her little favorite passed 
from one to another that each in turn might 
have the satisfaction of pinching and tweaking, 
and pulling out his hair till his particular grudge 
was revenged. Then, when all were tired of this 
amusement they took him to the extreme end of 
a branch, and dropped him far down the pre 
cipitous khad. And so ended poor Furry’s feud 
with the monkeys!” 


Mortality among Fish.—In several localities of 
the Western States a most extraordinary mor- 
tality among the fish has been attracting atten- 
tion. In the vicinity of Galena, IIl., the fish in 
many of the streams have died by the million, 
and the few that are left are rapidly following 
suit. The banks of the Galena River branches 
are lined with dead fish of all sizes and varieties, 
from the tiny minnow to the mammoth cat and 
sturgeon. At Buncombe, Wis., dead fish are so 
numerous on the banks that the stench arising 
from them is almost unbearable. At Lancaster, 
Wis., the scene on the river bank beggars de- 
scription, over fifty wagon loads of dead fish being 
in sight. 





? 





Monkeys in the Himalayas—Lady Gordon, 
when describing her sojourn on the slopes of the 
Himalayas, says of the monkeys :—* They come 
close to the house in troops, and scamper about 
all over the tall trees, swinging themselves from 
branch to branch, leaping from tree to tree, and 
playing all manner of antics ; sometimes spring- 
ing suddenly across the road, to the great alarm 
of the horses, and no small danger of the riders, 
considering the nature of the roads. It was too 
ridiculous sometimes to see the exceeding gravity 
with which they would sit among the great scarlet 
blossoms of the rhododendrons, and stare at 
us. Sometimes an old grandmother would come 
with a wee baby in her arms, and play all sorts 
of games with it, giving it a swing on her tail, 
and playing hide-and-seek among the glossy green 
leaves, in contrast with which these monkeys look 
almost pure white. 

“One day a great, big, brown fellow came so 
close to the house, and behaved so boldly, that 
the servants surrounded and captured him; a 
proceeding to which he showed so little objection 
that we suspected him of having escaped from 
some previous master. We detained him for sume 
days, in case his owner should claim him, but as 
no one came forward, he was eventually presented 
to the artillery at Jittog, where he quickly sig- 
nalized himself by treacherously pulling out hand- 
fuls of hair from the head of an unwary gunner. 

“From the extreme steepness of the densely- 
wooded banks, it follows that in many of the 
bungalows the tree tops are literally on a level 
with the balconies, and their branches actually 
sweep the windows, thus affording famous cover 
for the monkeys, should it please them to enter 
and help themselves to any tempting food, or 
other object. They did not favor us with any 
such visits, but some of our neighbors were less 
fortunate. 

“ None, however, suffered so seriously as Lady 
Barker, who has so charmingly described the fate 
of her first dinner party at Simla. Being anxious 
to have an unusually pretty table, she had her- 
self expended much care and trouble in its 


————_-- 


Natural History, Science, &c. 


Test for Sewage Contamination in Water —*Fill 
a pint bottle three-fourths full with the water to 
be tested, and in this dissolve half a teaspoonful 
of the purest sugar, cork the bottle and put it in 
a warm place for two days. If in twenty-four to 
forty-eight hours the water becomes cloudy or 
milky, it is unfit for use. If it remains perfectly 
clear it is probably safe to use it.” 


+ Oe 


Items, 


Kansas Yearly Meeting (Smaller Body).—Kansas 
Yearly Meeting convened at Emporia, Kansas, on 
the Sixth-day the 7th of Tenth Month, 1887. 

There were no ministers present with credentials 
from other Yearly Meetings, but some Friends were 
present without credentials. 

At the first session Epistles were read from Ohio, 
New England, Canada, Western and Iowa Yearly 
Meetings. And a communication from the Clerk of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting to the Clerk of Kansas 
Yearly Mecting, informing that the Epistle sent to 
Philadelphia last year had been received and laid 
before the Yearly Meeting, and according to custom 
referred to a committee for examination. That that 
committee reported that it contained an expression 
of Christian love. That they, the committee, felt 
that the Friends sending it had strong claims on the 
sympathies of Philadelphia, but that way did not 
open to read it. 

The meetings on First-day were well attended 
and orderly. The ministry dwelt largely on the 
inward character of the Gospel and Christian ex- 


A New Caterpillar—aA correspondent of The 
Independent writes from Lawrence, Kansas :— 

“ A new worm or caterpillar made its appear- 
ance among us this summer feeding exclusively 
upon the common purslane. It came by the 
million and covered all parts of the State alike by 
its great numbers. Prof. F. H. Snow of our State 
university could not identify them, and to ex- 
pedite its identification placed a number of them 
in his glass hatching cages and they have come 
out of their chrysalis a beautiful moth—dark 
colored with a row of light spots along the edges 
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rienc e, as the great need of the day, and the dis- 
tinguis shing feature of the faith of F riends. 

In listening to the Summary of the Answers, the 
meeting was brought under deep exercise and con- 
cern for the increase of Christian love. Friends 
were encouraged to faithfulness in every Christian 
duty, that truth might be spread abroad and our 
principles better known. 

A subscription was made to start a permanent 
school fund for indigent children in our limits. The 
subscription was to be contingent upon its reaching 


The Friends’ Intelligencer states that when the ac- 
count of the executor of the will came before the 
Orphan’s Court for approv: al, testimony was given 
to show that the testatrix was a member of “ Ortho- 
dox Friends,” and that she intended the bequests 
to go to associations of their people on behalf of the 
Indi ians and Freedmen. The attorney who was 
present to represent similar Committees of “ Hicksite 
Friends” then stated that his purpose was “ to make 
sure that there should be proper claimants of the 
bequests, in order to prevent their lapsing, and as it 
was evident that the testatrix had in mind the as- 
sociations of the Orthodox Friends, in whose fidelity 
to thei» trusts she fully confided, the object he had 
in hand was entirely served!’’ The judge accord- 
ingly ruled that there was no controversy over the 
money. 


The President of the United States and the Peace 
Society.—On the 23d of Ninth Month, William Jones, 
the Secretary of the English Peace Society was 
granted an interview with the President of the United 
States, with the object of conveying to the United 
States Government the strong desire felt by the 
friends of peace on both sides of the Atlantic, and 
by the English Peace Society in particular, that an 
opportunity may be sought and secured for the ne- 
gotiation of an Arbitration Tres ity between Great 
Britain and the United States, definitely stipulating 
that any and every dispute which may henceforth 
arise between the two nations shall be submitted to 
the decision of an impartial body of arbitrators, or 
to some permanent court of international reference, 
to be constituted for the purpose. 

The President, in his reply, remarked that he had 
been impressed with the statement made by General 
Sheridan at the Centennial banquet of the previous 
week, that the tendency of modern warfare is to be- 
come less and less a test of skill, strategy and cour- 
age, and more and more a system of sheer organized 
murder. The President said that he regarded this 
tendency, and the collateral growth of public opinion 
in favor of arbitration, as of two kindred movements 
converging towards one end—namely, the abolition 
of war among civilized people, and the establishment 
of some form of a High Court of International Refer- 
ence for Arbitration as a substitute for the decision 
of the sword. He added that as to himself personally 
he was most averse to war, in common with every 
right-minded man. 


THE FRIEND. 


In answer to priest Ferguson, he says: 

“ Justification and sanctification are one; for 
Christ, who is the justification and the’sanctifica- 
tion, is one.”—(See Doctrines and Ministry of 
George Fox, p. 15, 16 ) 

Similar in substance is the teaching of Wil- 
liam Penn, who in his “ Primitive Christianity 
Revived,” affirms that justification from the guilt 
of sin, “is only for the sake of the death and 
sufferings of Christ ;” and then shows that this is 
the experience of those only who are purified by 
the power of Christ’s Spirit in their hearts (which 
is sanctification). He says: “ For ’till the heart 
of man is purged from sin, God will never ac- 
cept of it. He reproves, rebukes, and condemns 
those that entertain sin there, and therefore such 
cannot be said to be in a justified state ; condem- 
nation and justification being contraries ; so that 
they that hold themselves in a justified state by 
the active and passive obedience of Christ, while 
they are not actively and passively obedient to 
the Spirit of Christ Jesus, are under a strong and 
dangerous delusion.” 

The preacher at Kansas Yearly Meeting seems 
to attribute the whole work of salvation to faith. 
The Scriptures fully and frequently set forth its 
importance. They declare, that “without faith 
it is impossible to please God, for he that cometh 
to God must believe that He i is, and that He is 
a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” 
But their testimony is equally clear, that with- 
out obedience to the commands of the Saviour, 
and the operations of his Spirit on the heart, we 
cannot be saved. If we do not believe in the 
existence and goodness of God, it is very certain 
that we will not come unto Him with obedient 
hearts; but it is equally sure, that if we are not 
submissive to his will, our belief will do us no 
good. The Apostle John shows this when he 
says, “ Little children, let no man deceive you ; 
he that doeth righteousness is righteous, as God 
is righteous; he that committeth sin is of the 
devil.” And a greater than Jobn, even our 
Saviour himself declared “Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doeth the will 
of my Father.” 

The great doctrine, which our early Friends 
were called upon to proclaim, was that man’s 
salvation is effected through the coming and 
work within him of the divine power and Spirit 
of Christ, showing him what is evil, giving him 
strength to turn from it, and, as he 1s obedient 
to its. openings, leading out of sin into holiness, 
The primary exercise of faith is in believi ing and 
obeying these openings and leadings of the Spirit ; 
and it is in this way, by “ walking i in the Light,” 
that man experiences “ the blood ‘of Jesus Christ 
to cleanse him from all sin.’ 

To those who are conscious that they are living 
in the frequent commission of sin, and yet think 
that they are justified because they believe in 
Christ, William Penn gives this admonition: 
“My friends, let me entreat you not to deceive 
yourselves in so important a point as is that of 
your immortal souls. If you have true faith in 
Christ, your faith will make you clean.” * * 
“Hear what the beloved disciple tells you: ‘ If 
we say we have fellowship with God, and walk 
in darkness, we lie and do not the truth.’ ” 


tees tees appointed to solicit further subscription during 
the year. It looks as if the $1,000 would be e easily 
reached. This is a great undertaking for Kansas 
Friends, and the hope was expressed that interested 
Friends East might be encouraged to help in this 
burden. 

A public meeting for worship was held on Fourth- 
day morning, followed by a short session for business. 
The Epistles to the various Yearly Meetings in cor- 
respondence with Kansas Yearly Mee ting, were read 
a approved, when the meeting adjourned to meet 
at Spring River next year. 

The subject of a change of the time of holding 
Kansas Yearly Meeting claimed the attention of the 
Yearly Meeting this year. On acecount of coming 
s0 close to Iowa, in order to accommodate Friends 
desiring to attend both, it was concluded to hold 
Kansas Yearly Meeting two weeks later, beginning 
hereafter on Sixth-day preceding the fourth First- 
day in the Tenth Month. 

The Yearly Meeting was felt to be a time of re- 
freshing to many. The unity and love with which 
all the business was transacted, was much cause of 
encouragement. Almost every session seemed so 
owned by the presence of the Holy Spirit, that the 
feeling of gratitude and thanksgiving for this fresh 
manifestation of the divine mercy, seemed to gener- 
ally pervade the meeting.— Condensed from the West- 
ern I'riend. 

Kansas Yearly Meeting, (the Larger Body.)—In the 
account of this meeting, published in The Christian 
Worker, the description of the “ meetings for devo- 
tion” shows a mournful departure from the princi- 
ples and practices of Friends. Of the first of these, 
held the evening before the first meeting for business, 
it says, “It was /ed by” one of the ministers present. 
“Song and prayer prevailed in a remarkable degree 
at the opening.” “ Many testimonies were borne to 
acomplete work of grace; justification by faith in 
washing away the guilt of sin, and sancification by 
faith in the purgation of the soul from inherited sin.” 
“In a test made as to the present experience of those 
in the audience quite a large number rose as wit- 
nesses to this blessed salvation. The Doxology was 
sung, and “the benediction pronounced.” 

Those who are truly attached to the original prin- 
ciples of Friends must feel their interest greatly 
lessened in the proceedings of a Yearly Meeting 
which permits meetings to be held in such a manner. 
For they can feel but little assurance that its labors 
will tend to spread in the earth a knowledge of the 
principles of truth which our Society was concerned 
to publish in their original purity. 
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In the account of Kansas Yearly Meeting (the 
Larger Body) published in The Christian Worker 
and Friends’ Review, it is stated that at the open- 
ing meeting for worship, a sermon was delivered 
to show that sanctification is obtained as a second 
definite experience—“ Justification by faith, in 
washing away the guilt of sin; and sanctification 
by faith, in the purgation of the soul from in- 
herited sin”—both distinct experiences and sepa- 
rated one from the other. The speaker also said, 
that he preached the doctrine as it was held and 
taught by George Fox and the early Friends. 

In this statement we believe he was incorrect, 

for George Fox maintained, that whatever theo- 
retical distinctions might be drawn, yet prac- 
tically the redemption which is by Christ, is 
both from the guilt and the power of sin; and 
that this is never divided, but that all that per- 
tains to our complete salvation is to be ex peri- 
enced by our being brought into unity with his 
Holy Spirit as revealed i in our hearts. Thus, in 
his reply to Philip Taverner, he says: 

‘So far as a man is sanctified, so far is he justi- 
fied, and no farther; for the same that sanctiffes 
a man justifies him ; ‘for the same that is his sanc- 
tification, is his justification, and his wisdom, and 
his redemption : he that knows one of them 
knows all; he that doth not feel one of them, 
feels none of them at all.” 





Temperance Movement in New York State-—What 
is called the “‘ Personal Liberty Party” in New York 
are endeavoring to procure the passage of a law to 
open liquor stores on the First-day of the week, from 
2p. M. to midnight. To counteract this effort, meet- 
ings have been “held in several of the cities of that 
state, attended by ministers of different religious de- 
nominations, and others, At these, some of the 
preachers took the ground that this = not ex- 
clusively a political, but a moral and religious ques- 
tion; and therefore it was highly proper that they 
should take an active part in influencing their con- 
gregations to vote on the side of temperance. 


Bequests for Indians and Freedmen.—The late 
Annie W. Ryerss, who died Eleventh Month 17th, 
1886, among other charitable bequests left the fol- 
lowing :— 

ge, ‘give and bequeath the sum of $10,000 to the 
suffering Indians. and the sum of $5,000 to the Freed- 
men of the South and West: both sums given to a 
Committee appointed by the Society of F riends, and 
to be made use of as they may deem best for the 
benetit of the above named races.’ 


The Divine Method of Life is the title of a 
work which has been sent to us, written by John 
M. Armour, and published by J. P. Armour, 
1613 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. Price $1.25. 

The object of the book is to show the analogy 
which exists between the outward or physical 
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life of man, and his spiritual life—both of which 
the author regards as coming from the Great 
Creator of all things, the only source of life. 
Neither the one nor the other can long be sus- 
tained in a state of activity without the con- 
tinued supply of sustenance. 

The book contains many thoughts which are 
both interesting and instructive ; but we are un- 
able to unite with the author in all his state- 
ments and conclusions. For example, he thinks 
that what is called “ the Lord’s Supper” was com- 
manded as a perpetual ordinance in the Church, 
to symbolize the need of a continuous supply by 
the living members from the Fountain of spirit- 
ual life. But we find no such command in the 
Scriptures. Hence the Society of Friends has 
always held the view, that there is no need for 
that, or any other outward rite, to those who 
have received the Lord Jesus,—the substance 
pointed to,—in his inward coming to their souls. 

In another place, it is said, “We must not 
think that a Christ who had not died could have 
given us the bread of life by which we might live 
eternally.” While we believe it is the duty of 
all to accept with reverent thankfulness the pro- 
vision for the redemption of man made by his 
merciful Creator; yet we think it is unsafe for 
man, with his finite powers, to attempt to limit 
the incomprehensible One; and to say what He 
could and what He could not do. As William 
Penn remarks: “ We are at too great a distance 
from God’s infinite wisdom and power to judge 
of the liberty or necessity of his actings.” 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 
Unirep Srares.—The public debt statement shows 
a reduction of $16,833,695 last month. The total cash 
in the Treasury is $497,383,201. During the Tenth 
Month, there was an increase of $10,141,886 in the net 
gold in the Treasury, and an increase of $2,244,264 in 
the circulation of the silver dollars. 

Mail advices from the Hawaiian Islands state that 
the Hawaiian government has decided to cede Beare 
River Harbor to the United States as a coaling station. 
The harbor is near Honolulu. 

A eonference was held between General Ruger and 
the Crow chief, at the Agency, in Montana, on the 5th 
instant, which resulted in the dissatisfied Indians sud- 
denly withdrawing and firing on the troops. One sol- 
dier was killed and another wounded. The troops re- 
turned the fire, killing the chief, Sword Bearer, and 
several other Indians. The rest of the refractory In- 
dians have delivered themselves up, and no further 
trouble with the Crows is anticipated. 

The petition for a writ of error in the case of the 
condemned Chicago Anarchists, has been denied by 
the Supreme Court of the United States. On the 5th 
instant, four dynamite bombs were found in the cell of 
the Anarchist Lingg; and on the same day Engel at- 
tempted suicide by swallowing laudanum. 

Governor Beaver has ordered Samuel Johnson, who 
stands convicted of the murder of our friend John 
Sharpless, to be respited until Second Mo. 8th, 1888. 

It is reported in Chicago that Captain Thorp, master 
of the lost propeller Vernon, was in the habit of get- 
ting tipsy, and that he often left port while in that 
state. Axel Stone, the only survivor of the Vernon 
disaster, says the captain was drunk most of the time 
during his last voyage, and on Sixth-day night, before 
the steamer sank, was very drunk, and “kept taking a 
drink every little while from a bottle that he carried 
in his coat pocket.” The reports of Captain Thorp’s 
drunkenness during his voyages come from various 
persons who had at different times made trips on the 
Vernon. 

On the Ist instant, in South Wilkesbarre, the Lehigh 
and Wilkesbarre Coal Company, after years of labor 
and an expenditure of nearly $100,000, struck the great 
“ Baltimore vein” of coal nearly 1100 feet below the 
surface. This is the deepest shaft in Pennsylvania. 
The vein is from 18 to 20 feet in thickness, and, it is 
said, will net the company fully $3,000,000. 

A telegram from Plaquemine, Louisiana, says: “ The 
weather is all that could be desired for grinding, and 
many cases are reported here of planters who are get- 
ting three hogsheads of sugar per acre.” 


A telegram from Indianapolis says, typhoid fever is 
alarmingly prevalent in Indiana, and it does not seem 
to be confined to any particular locality. Physicians 
think it is largely due to impure water, as the long- 
continued drouth of last summer caused the pure water 
supply to fall short. Many wells have become dry, 
and people in Warrick County are paying 25 and 30 
cents a barrel for water for domestic purposes. 

The epidemic of yellow fever appears to be diminish- 
ing in Tampa, Florida: 331 cases altogether having 
been reported up to and including the 7th instant. 

The members of the British Peace Commission are 
now visiting this city. 

Deaths in Philadelphia last week numbered 314, 
which is 20 less than during the previous week, and 
83 less than during the corresponding period last 
year. Of the whole number 160 were males and 154 
females: 45 died of consumption ; 21 of old age; 20 of 
pneumonia; 17 of diseases of the heart; 15 of inanition; 
15 of diphtheria ; 13 of marasmus; 13 of convulsions ; 
12 of croup, and 11 of bronchitis. 

Markets, &c.—U. S. 4}’s, reg., 108; coupon, 109}; 
4’s, 127}; currency 6’s, 121 a 130. 

Cotton sold in a small way to spinners at 9} cts. for 
middling uplands. 

Refined sugars were in fair demand and firmer. 
Wholesale prices were 6 15-16c. for powdered; 63c. for 
granulated, 6 11-l6c. for crystal A, and 6{c. for con- 
fectioners’ A. 

Feed was dull, but steady under light supplies. 
Winter bran quoted at $17 a $17.75 per ton, and spring 
do. at $16 25 a $16.75. 

Flour and Meal.—Sales of 125 barrels Pennsylvania 
family at $3.70; 125 barrels Ohio, clear, at $4.25; 250 
barrels do. straight, at $4.15 ; 375 barrels winter patent, 
at $4.35 a $4.40; 125 barrels Minnesota clear, at 54, and 
500 barrels Minnesota patent, at $4.70 a $4.85. Rye 
flour was quiet, 10 barrels choice sold at $3.40 per 
barrel. 

Grain.—No. 2 red wheat 82 a 823 cts. 

No. 2 mixed corn, 49 a 50 ets. 

No. 2 white oats, 343 a 34{ cts. 

Beeves.—Market dull: Extra selling for 5} cts.; 
good, 443 a 5 cts.; medium, 3} a 4} ets.; common, 2} a 
3} ets. Fresh milch cows.—A few extra sold for $60; 
good, $30 a $55; fair, $25 a $40; springers, $30 a $40; 
fat cows, 2}.a3 cts. Calves, 64 a 7 cts. 

Sheep.—Market fair, best selling for 43 cts.; fair, 4a 
43 cts.; medium, 3} a 3} cts.; common, 24 a 35 ets.; 
Lambs, best, 63 cts. ; fair, 53 a 6 cts.; medium, 4 a 5 ets. 

Hogs.—Market active, best Chicagos, 6} a 7 cts.; 
country, 55 a 63 cts. 

ForEIGN.—On the 4th instant, Balfour, Chief Sec- 
retary for Ireland, went to Birmingham and attended 
the first annual meeting of the Midland Conservative 
Union. Balfour received during the day a hundred 
addresses from Conservative associations, and, in thank- 
ing the deputations which brought them, he gave as- 
surance that the Government were resolved to proceed 
broadly and firmly with the work they had taken in 
hand in Ireland and bring it to a good conclusion. He 
admitted the task was a difficult one, but held that it 
was perfectly possible and capable of successful accom- 
plishment. Certain incidents in Ireland had caused 
some of their friends misgivings, but those incidents 
were due, not to lack of resolution on the part of the 
Government, but to defects in the law, which had never 
contemplated the present system of organized popular 
rebellion. 

Several legal Commissioners wiil soon be appointed 
to administer the new Irish Land act. A large num- 
ber of tenants have already made application to be 
permitted to avail themselves of the provisions of the 
act. 

William O’Brien having resisted the attempt to 
force him to put on the uniform of the Tullamore Jail, 
the prison doctor directed the Governor to desist on 
account of the un¥avorable state of O’Brien’s health. 

The Home Rule Union of London, at a meeting held 
on the 3d instant, adopted a resolution expressing sym- 
pathy with Wilfrid Blunt and William O’Brien, and 
resolved to continue the agitation in Ireland with the 
aid of English speakers. 

Shaw-Lefevre, in moving the resolutions, entered a 
strong protest against the Government’s treatment of 
Blunt, which, he said, was as unjust as it was unlawful. 
Ile himself had gathered from his visit to Ireland, in 
1881, that disturbances were due solely to unjust land- 
lords. He considered the Woodford meeting thorough- 
ly justified, and had he been in Ireland at the time he 
would have attended it. 

Count de Lesseps has announced to the Academy of 
Science that the Panama Canal will be opened on 
Second Month 3rd, 1890. The work will not then be 


entirely completed, but the passage will be free for 
twenty ships a day. It is estimated that this traffic 
will produce an annual revenue of from 90,000,000 to 
100,000,000 francs. De Lesseps predictions are not 
credited by many. 

It is officially announced that cholera has absolutely 
ceased to prevail in Italy. 

Dr. Mackenzie, who is now visiting the Crown 
Prince of Germany, at San Remo, has found a new 
growth in the latter’s throat. It is half an inch below 
the ligaments of the glottis, and will require for its re. 
moval an incision into the throat. 

The Journal de St. Petersbourg says Count Kalnoky’s 
view of Prince Ferdinand’s position differs from the 
Russian view. According to Count Kalnoky, the sane. 
tion of the powers is alone required to legalize Prince 
Ferdinand’s election. Russia has never recognized the 
validity of his election, becanse the Sobranje which 
elected him was the outcome of violence and illegality, 
Count Kalnoky’s efforts to rally Russia will not tend 
to bring about peace; they may be more usefully em- 
ployed elsewhere. Russia no more threatens the peace 
than she threatens the independence of the Balkan 
States. 

A telegram from Havana says that “planters who 
resolved not to grind next season are lamenting their 
decision, owing to the good aspect which the sugar 
outlook is assuming. 


‘ 


RECEIPTS. 

Received from Henry Bell, Agent, Ireland, £4, being 
10s. each for himself, John H. Colvin, Catharine Jacob, 
Daniel Alesbury, Thomas R. White, William White, 
and John Adair, vol. 61, and 10s. for Benjamin Bishop, 
to No. 27, vol. 61. 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 
Until further notice the stage will connect with the 
trains which leave Broad St. Station at 7.07, 8.53, 2.47 
and 4.55; and at other times on timely notice being 
sent to J.G. WriuiAMs, Supt. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) Philadelphia. 
Physician and Superintendent—Jouwn C. Hawt, M.D, 

Applications for the Admission of Patients may be 
made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Board of 
Managers. 


Marriep, in Friends’ Meeting at Fallsington, Pa,, 
Tenth Mo. 20th, 1887, SAamvEeL C. Moon and Racnen 
ANNA Price, daughter of Daniel B. Price, both mem- 
bers of that meeting. 


Diep, Fifth Month 4th, 1887, at his residence, near 
Flushing, Ohio, EpHraim W. HotLowAy, a member 
of Flushing Monthly Meeting, in the 43rd year of his 
age. During a severe illness he was enabled to bear 
his sufferings with Christian patience and resignation; 
and before his close was favored with the peaceful as- 
surance that all would be well with him. Though his 
death has occasioned a blank which is deeply felt by 
his bereaved family and friends, they have the com- 
forting assurance that, through the mercy of God in 
Christ Jesus, he was fitted for the change. 

, at his residence, near Thornburgh, Iowa, on 
the morning of the 27th of Eighth Month, 1887, 
Homer Grppons, in the 55th year of his age, an es- 
teemed member of Coal Creek Monthly and Particular 
Meeting of Friends. Paralysis had deprived him of 
the power of speech for the last eighteen months of his 
life—which afiliction he bore with Christian fortitude 
—retaining his mental faculties and giving evidence 
that he was prepared for admission into that city 
where the wicked cease from troubling and the weary 
are at rest. 

, on the evening of the 7th of Tenth Month, 
1887, at the residence of her son-in-law, James L. 
White, Lyp1A Grppons, in the 76th year of her age, a 
member of Coal Creek Monthly and Particular Meet- 
ings. Although in feeble health for several months, 
she had been able to attend meeting occasionally, @ 
privilege she highly prized, being warmly attached to 
the ancient doctrines and practices of the Society. 

, at New Sharon, lowa, on the 14th of Tenth 
Month, 1887, CuristiANA Smiru, in the 79th year of 
her age, an esteemed member of Coal Creek Monthly 
and Particular Meeting of Friends. Though mostly 
deprived of mingling with her friends, yet she was con- 
cerned for the maintenance of the ancient testimonies 
of the Society ; and we humbly trust was prepared to 
enter into one of the mansions for the righteous. 





